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SUBJECT: ACCEPTANCE OF 1969 AMENDMENTS TO 1954 CONVENTION FOR 
PREVENTION OF POLLUTION OF SEA BY OIL 

REF: STATE 006120 

1 . DURING A JANUARY 17 CALL ON MUSTAPHA GHARBI, MFA'S CHIEF OF 
LEGAL AFFAIRS AND TREATIES DIVISION, EMBOFF MADE THE PRESENTATION 
INSTRUCTED BY REFTEL. 

2. GHARBI NOTED THAT THE GOM CURRENTLY HAD THE 

1969 AMENDMENTS "UNDER STUDY". HE REMARKED, HOWEVER, THAT THE 
GOM FOUND THE AMENDMENTS A "BIT STICKY." WHEN PRESSED TO EXPLAIN, 

HE SAID THE AMENDMENTS WERE BEING STUDIED TO SEE WHETHER THERE 
WAS ANY CONFLICT WITH THE BARCELONA ACCORDS, DRAFTED LAST YEAR. 

HE ADDED PARENTHETICALLY THAT HE HOPED THE U.S. WOULD ADHERE TO THE 
BARCELONA ACCORDS TOO, SIGNALLING AT THE SAME TIME HIS SOMEWHAT 
SURPRISING VIEW THAT THE U.S. DID NOT SEEM TO BE OVERLY CONCERNED 
WITH IMPLEMENTING REALLY STRICT ANTI-POLLUTION MEASURES. EMBOFF 
DID NOT COMMENT ON THE BARCELONA AGREEMENT REMARK. BUT SOUGHT TO 
ASSURE GHARBI THAT THE U.S. WAS INDEED INTERESTED IN STRENGTHENING 
ANTI-POLLUTION MEASURES. 
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3. COMMENT: GHARBI'S ALLEGATION OF U.S. UNINTEREST ON 
POLLUTION STEMS FROM MOROCCO'S POSITION ON THE STRAITS OF 
GIBRALTAR, WHICH EXPOSES IT TO THE BUSY TRAFFIC PATTERNS WHICH PASS 
VERY CLOSE TO ITS BEACHES. TO THE EXTENT THAT WE HAVE DIFFERED OVER 
STRAITS POLICY, MUCH OF THE GOM'S ARGUMENTATION HAS RESTED ON THE 
POLLUTION QUESTION. A SECOND GOM CONCERN RELATES TO ITS POSITION 
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ON CONTROLS IN THE ECONOMIC ZONE. GHARBI SEEMS TO SEE U.S. 

INSISTENCE ON THE HIGH SEAS NATURE OF THE ZONE AS UNDERCUTTING 
COASTAL STATES' AUTHORITY. PART OF WHICH IS TO POLICE POLLUTION. 

4. WE WOULD APPRECIATE THE DEPARTMENT'S VIEWS ON THE 
BARCELONA ACCORDS. 

MOFFAT 
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